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 Beetle Briefing Seasonal Summary 2021  
Now that we are in early Fall, I feel this is a good time to share reflections and beetle survey 
data highlights. This has been a very exciting summer learning more about beetle phenology, 
habitat and life cycle in the Urban Ecology Center parks! Overall, this year I have documented 
23 new beetles that I have not seen in the parks before (see significant data table below) and 
three first identified in Wisconsin. These include:


Interestingly, Kissingeria amaura was last documented in Kansas at the end of June 1979! This 
beetle is normally seen in the Great Plains and western states. Perhaps my increased rate of 
surveys, habitat destruction from wildfires, or drought may be reasons for identification of this 
species in the Midwest. Thanks to the naturalists at bugguide.net for confirming these and all 
the countless submissions I provide! With well over 350,000 species of beetles worldwide, 
extra help identifying is much appreciated! 


Starting on page 2, you will see the phenology of the most common beetles counted in UEC 
parks starting from mid-July. Next year, I plan to collect quantitative data earlier in the season. 
Additionally, I have included common habitat and size ranges of these frequently identified 
beetles. 
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Here are some of my favorite beetle survey moments this summer:

• Identifying beetles in solitary habitats


• Example: Zonitis vittigera (blister beetle) found only on Black-eyed Susans

• Example: Chauliognathus pensylvanicus (Goldenrod soldier beetle) found only on 

goldenrods

• Example: Conotelus obscurus (Sap beetle) found only in hedge and field bindweed


• Identifying a new water beetle at Washington Park using the paddle boats!

• Peltodytes edentulus (Crawling water beetle)


• Learning and differentiating native from non-native prairie wildflowers

• Recording large numbers of individual beetle populations


• Example: Chauliognathus pensylvanicus - 559 individuals on August 18th at Riverside 
and Three Bridges Parks combined


• Capturing a lady beetle life cycle from larva to adult at Washington Park

• Harmonia axyridis (Multicolored Asian Lady Beetle)  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